But the best was yet to come! Collaborating with Stanford associates Steve Graham, Edmund Chang, Bob Coleman, Brad Hacker, and Ruth Zhang, Carnegie colleagues Doug Rumble and Dave Mao, as well as innumerable foreign scientists, Louie embarked on a wide-ranging investigation of high-pressure blueschist belts, first of China, and then of the world. These oceanic-continental margin convergent sutures unambiguously reflect the global operation of plate tectonics throughout Phanerozoic and latest Proterozoic times. Then, as implications of the remarkable discoveries of coesite inclusions in metamorphic rocks of the Western Alps (Chopin, 1984) and Western Norway (Smith, 1984) , and microdiamonds in northern Kazakhstan (Sobolev et al., 1987) unfolded, Louie and his coworkers turned their full attention to ultrahigh-pressure, UHP, continental collisional complexes. Astonishing depths of underflow of now-recovered sialic crust-100-150 km-were subsequently documented, with some entrained mantle blocks derived from even greater depths. The breathtakingly detailed chemical-isotopic evolution of these terranes has been quantified over the past 20 years by Louie and colleagues in more than 240 papers! That he is a pioneer and world authority on integrated UHP studies is an understatement: Louie ranked among the top 10 highly cited Earth scientists for 2007 in the ISI Web of Science.
You will not hear this from him, because Louie is an unassuming, ultra-friendly, modest geoscientist, but today's program lists of some of his more weighty prior recognitions of scholarly achievement, including the MSA Award, a Guggenheim Fellowship, The Geological Society of Japan International Prize, and honorary professorships in the Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, in Academia Sinica of Taiwan, in the National Taiwan University, and in the Tokyo Institute of Technology.
Louie has organized and led many international conferences and meetings. He has selflessly supported and mentored several generations of students and young colleagues internationally, as well as at Stanford. He is a scientific inspiration to us all, but even more than that, he is a one-of-a-kind warm-hearted, generous friend. Mr. President, I give you Juhn G. Liou, Mineralogical Society of America Roebling Medalist for 2011.
